Introduced by Council Member Brown & Co-sponsored by Council 

Member Carter:
RESOLUTION 2014-158
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING MARVIN “ROACH” ROBINSON FOR HIS LIFE TIME CONTRIBUTION TO THE COMMUNITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, a native of Jacksonville, Marvin “Roach” Robinson has been a pioneer, educator, coach, and a true asset to the community by impacting the lives of boys and young men through his positive demeanor, selfless commitment, and genuine concern which has contributed to his success as a mentor, earning him the respect and admiration of his community; and
WHEREAS, having various talents and skills, in the summer of 1952, James Holly, Willie Wilson, Bennie Goodman and Marvin “Roach” Robinson began a quartet group called The Four Speeds that signed with Deluxe Records Company and recorded three songs, “I Need You Baby”, “The Girls Are back Home”, and “Is Everybody Happy”; and

WHEREAS, after The Four Speeds had finished promoting and performing in various night clubs over the next couple of years, Marvin returned to Jacksonville to begin another successful chapter of his life; and 
WHEREAS, in 1968, Marvin Robinson, now referred to as “Coach Roach” along with R.V. Daniels became the catalyst that paved the way for many young men in Jacksonville to play semi-pro football with the formation of the Jacksonville Panthers which was owned by Robinson and Daniels, and the first black semi-pro football team in northern Florida, holds the record for most successful team among Florida and Georgia leagues; and 

WHEREAS, Coach Roach and the Jacksonville Panthers had a true love for the game, played in various venues, and often had to raise funds for lodging, equipment and other amenities since semi-pro teams did not receive any compensation; and
WHEREAS, with continuous success, Coach Roach was insistent that the Panthers would one day play in their hometown historic Gator Bowl regardless of the national climate involving segregation and prejudice. A meeting was scheduled with Mayor Hans G. Tanzler, and fortunately the team did play at the Gator Bowl under a new name, the Jacksonville Raiders; and 

WHEREAS, after the semi-pro era ended in 1972, Coach Roach became the Athletic Director with the City Pop Warner football league and Police Athletic League when several teams were organized including Ribault Panthers, Ribault Rattlers, 3-W Rattlers and L.S.C. Rattlers that also became winning teams through the guidance, leadership and training of his team of coaches, and many of the young players continued playing football at the high school and college level, and even professionally; and

WHEREAS, after a prestigious career in sports and long-term commitment to the community by touching the lives of young men instilling teamwork, skills, obedience and enthusiasm, Marvin Robinson returned to the music industry and is known as “DJ Roach” and enjoys playing music and ready to entertain any group, as long as it is decent and in order; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville acknowledges Marvin “Roach” Robinson for his extraordinary efforts in helping boys to become men of valor, changing their lives and taking pride in themselves and their community, and appreciates the difference he has made over the years in this community.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research
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